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When asked what they learned
in camp that would help them in
school, kids said:
 
“I learned more about being a
leader and stepping up.”
 
“Definitely memorization
techniques.”
 
“I learn how to be confident while
speaking in front of people.”
 
“Collaboration and listening.”
 
“Understanding Shakespeare and
more confidence in public speaking”
 
“Trying new things and
perseverance.”
 
“I learned more about the
Elizabethan era and the different
style changes throughout
Shakespeare's time.”
 
“I learned about many different
Shakespeare plays that I'll have to
learn in school.”
 
“Different ways to study."

For young people, our summer camps
increase Shakespeare understanding,
improve reading and memorization skills, and
raise self-esteem, teamwork, public speaking
skills and confidence levels through
performance opportunities.
 
The Festival utilizes student/parent
evaluations that enable us to receive the
feedback necessary to understand our
successes and improve upon weaknesses.
 
For camp, the primary evaluation tool is the
student's final performance. The Festival
used pre- and post-testing for all camp
participants in order to measure our
effectiveness in meeting our goals of
increasing student's understanding of the art
of theatre and increasing understanding of
Shakespeare.
 
Testing reveals that students' knowledge
increased on average by 31%. Success with
these programs can also be measured by the
fact that nearly 100% of students who began
camp successfully completed camp and
participated in the final performance. 
 
Comments on student and family evaluations
show a number of additional camp benefits.

When asked what they learned
about themselves, kids said:
 
“This summer I only further realized
how much I love theatre.”
 
“I learned more about myself and
that I'm actually really funny”
 
“I learned I can accomplish anything
I set my mind to.” 
 
“I learned I am a good group leader.”
 
“I can learn more lines that I
expected.”

When asked what some of their
favorite parts of camp were, kids
said:
 
“Games and rehearsing.” 
 
“Devising our own theatre piece.”
 
“Making new friends.”
 
“Sword fighting and making our own
costumes.”
 
“Working on the play and improv.”


